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Abstract: This article examines the transformation of cultural heritage and
historical narratives in the context of globalization. Particular attention is paid
to the ways in which global cultural, informational, and economic processes
influence the interpretation, preservation, and representation of historical
memory and cultural identity. The study analyzes the tension between
globalizing tendencies that promote cultural standardization and local efforts
aimed at safeguarding national heritage and unique historical narratives. It is
argued that globalization not only poses challenges to traditional forms of
cultural transmission but also creates new opportunities for reinterpreting and
revitalizing cultural heritage through transnational communication, digital

technologies, and intercultural dialogue. The article emphasizes the role of
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historical narratives as a key mechanism for maintaining social cohesion,
cultural continuity, and collective identity in an increasingly interconnected
world. Based on a socio-philosophical and cultural analysis, the study

license highlights the necessity of developing balanced strategies that integrate global
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0 openness with the protection of cultural diversity and historical authenticity.
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Introduction

In the contemporary world, globalization has become one of the most influential and
multifaceted processes shaping social, cultural, political, and economic life. The
intensification of global interconnectedness, facilitated by advances in information and
communication technologies, transnational mobility, and cultural exchange, has
significantly transformed the ways societies perceive, preserve, and reinterpret their
cultural heritage and historical narratives. As a result, cultural heritage is no longer confined
to national borders but increasingly exists within a global cultural space characterized by
interaction, hybridization, and competition of meanings.

Cultural heritage and historical narratives play a crucial role in constructing
collective memory, social identity, and cultural continuity. They serve not only as
repositories of the past but also as interpretative frameworks through which societies
understand the present and envision the future. In the context of globalization, however,
these narratives are exposed to new challenges, including cultural homogenization, the
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dominance of global discourses, and the marginalization of local historical perspectives.
Global cultural flows may weaken traditional forms of historical transmission and threaten
the authenticity of cultural expressions, particularly in societies with rich and diverse
historical legacies.

At the same time, globalization creates new opportunities for the preservation and
reinterpretation of cultural heritage. Digital technologies, global communication networks,
and international cultural cooperation enable broader access to historical knowledge and
facilitate intercultural dialogue. These processes allow historical narratives to be
recontextualized and presented to global audiences, contributing to mutual understanding
and cultural exchange. Nevertheless, this openness also raises critical questions regarding
power relations, narrative control, and the selective representation of history in global
cultural spaces.

Against this backdrop, the analysis of cultural heritage and historical narratives in
the era of globalization becomes particularly relevant. Understanding how global processes
influence historical memory and cultural identity is essential for developing strategies that
balance global integration with the protection of cultural diversity. This article seeks to
explore the socio-cultural dynamics shaping historical narratives under globalization and
to assess their implications for cultural identity, social cohesion, and the preservation of
cultural heritage in the modern world.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative and interdisciplinary research methodology to
examine the transformation of cultural heritage and historical narratives in the context of
globalization. Given the complex and multidimensional nature of the research problem, the
methodological framework integrates approaches from cultural studies, social philosophy,
sociology, history, and globalization studies. Such an interdisciplinary perspective allows
for a comprehensive analysis of the socio-cultural processes influencing historical memory
and heritage preservation in the contemporary global environment.

The research is primarily based on a systematic literature review of classical and
contemporary academic sources, including monographs, peer-reviewed journal articles,
policy documents, and reports issued by international organizations concerned with
cultural heritage. This method enables the identification of dominant theoretical paradigms,
key concepts, and scholarly debates related to globalization, cultural heritage, and historical
narratives. Particular attention is paid to critical theories addressing cultural
homogenization, identity formation, and the politics of memory.

In addition, the study applies comparative analysis to explore differences and
similarities in the interpretation and representation of cultural heritage across various socio-
cultural and geopolitical contexts. This approach makes it possible to assess how
globalization affects historical narratives in both global and local settings, as well as to
identify patterns of adaptation, resistance, and reinterpretation within different cultural
traditions.

The research also utilizes discourse analysis to examine how historical narratives are
constructed, transformed, and disseminated in the global information space. This includes
the analysis of cultural texts, media representations, and digital platforms through which
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historical meanings are communicated and contested. Discourse analysis allows for the
identification of power relations and ideological influences shaping the global circulation of
historical knowledge.

Furthermore, the study incorporates an analytical-synthetic method to integrate
empirical observations and theoretical insights into a coherent conceptual framework. This
method facilitates the formulation of generalized conclusions regarding the impact of
globalization on cultural heritage and historical narratives, as well as the development of
recommendations aimed at preserving cultural diversity and historical authenticity in a
globalized world.

Overall, the chosen methodology ensures a holistic and critical examination of the
research subject, enabling a deeper understanding of the challenges and opportunities that
globalization presents for cultural heritage and historical narratives.

Literature Review

Issues related to the emergence, formation, and development of historical memory
in society have been extensively examined in contemporary scholarly research. In
particular, the scientific works of O. O. Dmitriyeva analyze the processes through which
collective memories of the past arise and gradually become consolidated within social
consciousness. According to the author, historical memory functions as a key factor in
ensuring socio-cultural stability within society.

The influence of mass migration on the transformation of historical memory is
addressed in the studies of D. E. Letnyakov, who examines migration as a significant driver
of change in historical identification and collective memory. The researcher emphasizes that
large-scale migration processes contribute to the fragmentation of social memory and the
reconfiguration of historical narratives.

The impact of historical time on human existence and its role in the development of
memory is explored from a philosophical perspective in the works of P. A. Zaklinsky. He
argues that historical memory is inseparably linked to the temporal dimension and serves
as an essential epistemological foundation for individual and collective self-awareness. The
role of social institutions in shaping and maintaining historical memory is analyzed by O.
A. Bojchenko, who highlights the significance of education, culture, and mass media in the
formation of memory politics within society.

Problems related to continuity in individuals’ perception of their past in
contemporary societies are examined in the research of I. V. Morozova, who associates the
preservation of historical memory with cultural stability and processes of social
identification. The transformation of historical memory among modern youth has been
studied by the philosopher T. I. Lipich, whose research reveals key tendencies in the
reshaping of young people’s historical consciousness under conditions of globalization.

The issue of historical memory has also been addressed from a philosophical
standpoint in the dissertations of Russian scholars such as O. Sgibneva, A. Samiyev, and
others. Their works focus on the political, ideological, and cultural dimensions of historical
memory, emphasizing its role in shaping social consciousness.

In the context of intensifying global and intersocietal conflicts, biased attitudes
toward national histories and the spread of conspiracy theories increasingly affect historical
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memory. These processes contribute to the emergence of distorted historical consciousness
and pseudo-historical narratives, which, in turn, exert a negative influence on the socio-
cultural life of society. As a result, transformations of collective memory occur both at the
societal level and within individual consciousness. On the one hand, these transformations
generate new modes of thinking, worldviews, and approaches within the socio-political and
cultural spheres of the state and society. On the other hand, they foster marginalization and
cosmopolitan forms of thinking, leading to the development of alternative and often
alienated attitudes toward one’s own historical past.

Result and Discussion

Cultural heritage constitutes one of the most complex systems through which
material and intangible wealth is transmitted from generation to generation, serving as a
key mechanism for preserving memory and fostering national identity. By representing the
past within human consciousness, cultural heritage contributes to understanding the future.
The structural components of cultural heritage —such as history, traditions and customs,
values, and moral norms—play a decisive role in shaping social memory within society. The
fundamental characteristics of social memory include cultural heritage and attitudes toward
it, the preservation of values, social mentality, and national identity, while its everyday
manifestations are reflected in individuals’ cultural level, upbringing, habits, and decision-
making processes. At the same time, it is emphasized that “self-awareness does not manifest
itself solely through individual rationality or intellect, but rather through deep emotional
comprehension, and its development is influenced by numerous factors, including intuition
and perception”.

The tangible forms of cultural heritage enable individuals to perceive the past as a
concrete reality, thereby strengthening feelings of national belonging and shaping a sense
of historical consciousness. They reinforce the dialectical continuity between generations,
contribute to the moral and aesthetic education of youth, and promote the development of
historical thinking and personal interpretative skills. In addition, tangible heritage fosters
creative potential within society. As noted, “the protection and restoration of cultural
heritage objects is one of the priority areas of state policy, for which appropriate financial
resources are allocated. Traditional values such as hospitality and respect are promoted,
while cultural assets including art, manuscripts, architecture, national clothing, and cuisine
are transformed into tourism brands”.

Intangible cultural heritage, by contrast, preserves national identity through
traditions, national holidays, customs, folklore, artistic and applied arts. It ensures
continuity in lifestyle, daily practices, language, modes of thinking, as well as moral,
educational, and cultural values. Intangible heritage plays a crucial role in shaping cultural
memory, which serves as an essential link connecting the past, present, and future of society.
In 2004, the UK-based Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and the US research and policy center
Demos identified three core components of cultural heritage preservation: intrinsic value —
static and dynamic emotions shaped through historical memory; institutional value —the
orientation of cultural heritage as a social resource toward societal needs; and
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organizational value—the managerial governance of cultural heritage assets. These
components are expressed through the creation or strengthening of social ties, mutual
understanding, respect, and trust within society.

A notable example of the institutional reinforcement of historical memory is the
recognition of Uzbek pilaf as a national cultural symbol. In 2018, Uzbekistan secured first
place in a gastronomic tourism competition organized by National Geographic Traveler, and
Uzbek pilaf was subsequently included in UNESCQO'’s Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity. This recognition carries profound spiritual and social
significance and contributes to the institutional consolidation of historical memory.

Memory is regarded as an essential expression for preserving personal identity,
forming through a dialectical relationship with inner individuality. Through this process,
national identification emerges and becomes reflected in mental characteristics. While
essential elements are preserved in memory, non-essential aspects may gradually fade. One
of the positive features of collective memory lies in its ability to consolidate multiple
elements within a shared framework, resulting in a lower degree of forgetting compared to
individual memory. In this context, collective oversight plays a significant role. Collective
memory differs from historical memory in that it encompasses multiple interpretations and
perspectives on events, primarily covering cultural relations, social interactions, and
communal bonds. Due to the plurality of participants and the collective significance of these
interactions, memory formed through diverse attitudes ultimately converges into a shared
collective experience.

Today, oral folklore continues to be transmitted verbally from generation to
generation, ensuring cultural continuity and complementing officially articulated national
historical narratives through popular wisdom. This process contributes to the development
of historical and artistic literature, the advancement of the arts, and the refinement of
collective mental characteristics. Myths, legends, epics, and narratives refined over
millennia are acquiring new meanings and relevance in the contemporary era.

Moreover, national historical memory is preserved and enhanced through literary
works of various genres. For instance, George R. R. Martin’s A Song of Ice and Fire, ]. R. R.
Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings, The Hobbit, and The Silmarillion, as well as Terry Brooks’s The
Shannara Chronicles, along with their cinematic and television adaptations, embed elements
of national historical memory. Although the characters and events depicted in these works
are fictional, their underlying processes are rooted in historical archetypes. A similar
example can be observed in Norwegian director Roar Uthaug’s films Troll (2022) and Troll
2 (2025), based on Norwegian folklore. These films not only generated significant
commercial success but also introduced Norwegian mythological history to a global
audience. Such trends are increasingly evident across various forms of contemporary art.

As part of ongoing efforts to develop national cinema, the Resolution of the President
of the Republic of Uzbekistan dated August 7, 2017 (No. PQ-3176) “On Measures for the
Further Development of National Cinematography” was adopted. These measures are
expected to provide new momentum to the sector and play a vital role in educating youth
in the spirit of patriotism through national heroic exemplars.
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Furthermore, it has been observed that “any social community —whether a people,
nation, or ethnic group —interprets its origins by linking them to a specific historical period,
event, individual, or even mythological figure. Societies construct narratives, often idealized
or exaggerated, about significant past events and prominent personalities, thereby shaping
collective perceptions of their place in human history and in relation to other peoples. Such
representations are primarily sustained through historical legends, myths, tales, and
folklore, which constitute an integral part of the spiritual life of society and serve as key
means of self-expression and self-representation”.

Historical narratives serve as an effective tool for enhancing youth historical
memory, promoting values such as patriotism, justice, friendship, and solidarity as essential
conditions of each era. Narratives emotionally connect individuals with heroic figures,
facilitate memorability, and reinforce historical memory. They also aid in the gradual and
systematic understanding of historical reality, enabling the perception of events through
their forms and manifestations. For example, religious teachings contain numerous
narratives concerning the creation of the universe and humanity, describing the pre-
existence of being, the emergence of light and darkness, celestial bodies, earth, and life, with
human creation portrayed as the culmination of these processes.

The continuity of historical narratives is most effectively ensured through the
education system. School history education has become “the most important form of
teaching history as a whole. Over time, extracurricular historical didactics have expanded
significantly: history is now represented on television, in museums, literature, the press,
tourism, informal education, political parties, associations, and parliaments, generating
scientific and practical interest in developing an integrated understanding of its subject
matter”. In recent years, modern information technologies have opened new possibilities
for disseminating historical narratives; however, it is essential to maintain a clear boundary
between historical truth and artistic interpretation. These narratives play a crucial role in
shaping how societies recount their past and determine which events are considered
significant.

Conclusion

At this point, it is essential to emphasize a particularly significant aspect of historical
narratives. Historical narratives function as a powerful factor that strengthens the
relationship between a nation or a people and state authority. In contemporary conditions,
many states deliberately employ historical narratives as an effective instrument in achieving
strategic objectives and shaping geopolitical relations. Through selective interpretation and
dissemination of historical narratives, governments seek to consolidate social cohesion,
legitimize national interests, and influence public consciousness and collective thinking in
both domestic and foreign policy contexts. As a result, historical narratives increasingly
operate not only as cultural or educational tools but also as mechanisms of political
mobilization and symbolic power.

In the context of globalization, where cultural boundaries are becoming increasingly
permeable and external influences intensify, historical narratives play a crucial role in
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preserving national identity and safeguarding cultural sovereignty. They serve as a means
of resistance against cultural homogenization and the erosion of historical consciousness.
At the same time, when instrumentalized without critical reflection, historical narratives
may contribute to the formation of distorted historical memory, ideological manipulation,
and social polarization. Therefore, the responsible construction and transmission of
historical narratives requires a balanced approach grounded in historical authenticity,
cultural pluralism, and ethical responsibility.

In conclusion, it can be stated that national cultural heritage, national myths, legends,
and historical narratives embody the collective past of a people. Through myths, legends,
folklore, and narrative traditions, societies preserve and transmit accumulated historical
experience across generations. Historical memory, functioning as a social institution,
reinforces national identification among members of society by means of these symbolic and
cultural instruments, thereby ensuring continuity, intergenerational transmission, and the
sustainability of collective identity. In this sense, historical narratives not only reflect the
past but also actively shape the present and influence the future development of society by
forming shared meanings, values, and orientations.
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