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Introduction

Toponymy is the science that studies the names of geographical features, and it is of
particular importance because it is located at the intersection of fields such as linguistics,
history, and geography. Toponyms preserve not only the geographical characteristics of a
particular territory, but also important information related to the history, culture, and
language of the people. In the context of globalization, the correct spelling and
pronunciation of place names is important for international contacts.

It is known that every language, regardless of the number of its speakers, reflects the
meanings of the surrounding world, including those related to spatial parameters. The
richness of nature and the environment in general influences human thinking and
understanding of their existence, including by naming the most distinctive events and
phenomena with non-repeating names (Jeong-Eun, 2024). The interest in toponymic
research is legitimate, as they reflect the history of the people, their language, and the
natural environment in which they live. For linguistics, such studies are important for
studying sociolinguistic processes taking place in society, as well as changes in language
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systems associated with the enrichment, or vice versa, the depletion of vocabulary. It is
known that knowledge of toponyms, their preservation and strengthening on the
geographical map contributes to the formation of a special mentality closely related to the
native language, the area of its application, the concepts that are reflected in it, as well as
those that are located in its immediate social and natural environment (Zemni, 2024).

Therefore, the comparative study of English and Uzbek toponymy is relevant. These
toponymic systems were formed in different historical and cultural conditions. Their
comparison makes it possible to identify similarities and differences, solve translation
problems, and expand the possibilities of using toponymic data in the field of tourism and
education (Mohsen, 2024). The purpose of this article is to conduct a comparative analysis
of the structure, semantic types, historical and cultural aspects and problems of translation
of toponyms in English and Uzbek.

Methodology

A comparative study of English and Uzbek toponymics helps to identify their
similarities and differences in the system of geographical names. Generalized conclusions
about the origin, structure, and historical development of toponyms in both languages are
also drawn based on scientific sources.

This study is devoted to the comparative analysis of toponyms in English and Uzbek
and is based on the study of scientific literature on this topic. In the course of the research,
the existing sources on English and Uzbek toponymy are analyzed, as well as their phonetic,
morphological and semantic features are studied (Doecke, 2024).

We should immediately emphasize that toponymic issues are especially actively
explored in languages with a large number of native speakers and constantly expanding
active systems. That is why we have turned to languages with different systems, i.e.
languages that belong to the agglutinative and inflectional systems of vocabulary - these are
Uzbek and English. The long-term practice of toponymic research has pursued several
goals: as a means of determining the location, as a historical reference to ethnic and
demographic processes that once took place in a given territory, as a means of
distinguishing speech, strengthening the meaningful and intonational components in oral,
written, artistic and other types of speech (Fu, 2024).

In the field of English toponymy, the main source for studying the etymology of place
names is the work of Eilert Ekwall "The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-Names".
Margaret Gelling's book "Signposts to the Past: Place-Names and the History of England" is
devoted to the study of the history of England through place-names, and A.D. Mills' work
"A Dictionary of English Place-Names" covers the semantic and etymological aspects of
English geographical names. Among regional studies, an important source is the work of
Albert Hugh Smith "The Place-Names of the West Riding of Yorkshire", which examines in
detail the toponyms of the western part of Yorkshire (Pouplier, 2024).

As for Uzbek toponymy, the general idea is given by the work of E.M. Murzaev
"Ouepku TononnMmukn". Sultonmurod Karaev's work "O'zbekiston Toponimikasi" analyzes
the origin and meaning of Uzbek toponyms. Bakhtiyor Khodiev's book "Toponimika
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Asoslari” outlines the theoretical foundations of toponymy using the example of Uzbek
toponyms. Urinboy Bozorov's research "Buxoro Toponimlari" is devoted to the etymology
and history of the toponyms of the Bukhara region.

In addition, the National Encyclopedia of Uzbekistan provides toponymic data on
geographical objects. Since independent research on the comparative analysis of English
and Uzbek toponymics is still insufficient, this work synthesizes the available literary
sources in order to identify similarities and differences in the toponymic systems of both
languages.

Result and Discussion

The main quality and purpose of toponymy in any language is to determine the nature
of space, its features in order to separate it into a separate representation and for
memorization, for the purpose of subsequent communication (Cusidd, 2024).

The formation of toponyms in English and Uzbek was influenced by various historical
and cultural factors. The influence of Arabic, Sogdian, Persian and Turkic languages is
noticeable in Uzbek toponymy, while English toponyms originated from ancient Germanic,
Latin and Greek languages. English place names were formed under the influence of various
historical stages and cultural influences.

Their etymological origin includes the following sources:

® Old English (Old English): For example, the name York comes from the Old English
word Eboracum.

® Norman Conquest: The name London is derived from the Latin Londinium, which
indicates the influence of the Normans.

® Latin and Greek: For example, Oxford ("the place where the bulls graze") comes from
the Latin Oxenaforda.

English place names often consist of two or more words, such as New York or Los
Angeles. Phonetically, they are usually short and clearly pronounced, and often include
primary and secondary components.

Turkic elements are widespread in Uzbek toponymy. For example:

® Toshkent — means "city of stones".

® Andijon and Namangan have Turkic roots.

® Bukhara — comes from the Persian language and means "city of commerce".

® Samarkand is of Persian origin, referred to in historical sources as the "valley of
Samarkand".

Uzbek place names often reflect historical and cultural events, as well as natural and
geographical features. They also contain elements borrowed from Arabic and Persian. For
example, words such as rim (habitable place) and bulok (source) are widely used in the
names of Uzbek settlements.

Historical events and cultural influences play an important role in the formation of
place names. Place names in Uzbekistan often reflect the influence of Turkic, Persian, Arabic
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and other cultures. For example, the name of the city of Bukhara comes from the Persian
word bukhar, which means "trade". The influence of Romans, Normans and other peoples
is noticeable in English place names.

English toponymy is dominated by complex words and clear pronunciation, whereas
Uzbek toponymy is characterized by a developed affixation system and rich phonetics.
While English toponyms mainly reflect the history of Europe, Uzbek toponyms are related
to the history of Central Asia.

Conclusion

So, the study of toponyms makes it possible to expand the meaning of a geographical
name in terms of its historical, social, cultural and economic value. The existence of a large
number of toponyms requires their classification, which allows them to be distributed
according to their structure and content. But we see that different authors take as a basis
different principles of division of toponyms, which leads to the presence of different kinds
of classifications (Khoudri, 2024). As can be seen from the above classifications, almost all
of them are based on extralinguistic principles: the motivation of names in connection with
historical, social, cultural and other factors. The linguistic component present in the
classification plays an auxiliary role as an indicator of certain relations: possessive,
patronymic, generic.

Comparative analysis shows that toponyms are not only names of geographical
objects, but also important elements reflecting the cultural heritage of the people. Further
research in this area should be aimed at studying the semantic evolution of toponyms, their
socio-political significance, as well as changes in the context of globalization.
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